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The purpose of The Walk to Emmaus is to “help develop Christian leaders and to build up the local church.”  Emmaus is a movement of people who are committed to serve others, by the Grace of God, and to help strengthen the faith and mission of Christ’s church with the Holy Spirit.  The decision to sponsor someone is the greatest and most important servant role in the Emmaus Community.  It is also the key to achieving our mission to develop Christian leaders.  Your sponsorship is the first act of agape towards your pilgrim and undergirds the entire weekend of sacrifice and servant hood towards your pilgrim.

Continued support of your pilgrim through their Fourth Days is critical to fulfilling the purpose of Emmaus!

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE SPONSOR (PLEASE PRINT) AND RETURNED WITH THE PILGRIM’S APPLICATION:

Sponsor name 




   Pilgrim name 





     

Sponsor address 





   City/State/Zip 






Email 




    Home phone 
    
         Cell phone 


    

Where did you attend your Walk to Emmaus?  Community 



   Walk # 



Are you a first-time sponsor?    Y    N

Have you assisted with other Walks at Crossroads Camp?    Y    N


If yes, please explain 













Are you in a reunion group?    Y    N    If so, where do you meet and how often 






Why do you feel this pilgrim would be a good candidate? 






   

How long have you known this pilgrim? 


   

If this pilgrim is married, have you spoken with their spouse about attending a Walk to Emmaus?    Y    N  

If no, please explain 













Sponsor’s Agreement

As a sponsor, I will do my best to fulfill the following responsibilities and will prayerfully uphold my pilgrim prior to, during and following their Walk to Emmaus:

· If the pilgrim is married, talk to their spouse to confirm his/her support of the pilgrim attending

· Bring my pilgrim to Crossroads Camp on Thursday evening for send-off, carry their luggage and make their bed

· Attend Sponsor’s Hour following send-off or send a proxy or written prayer for my pilgrim

· Collect and bring to the camp by Saturday evening 10 to 12 Agape letters for my pilgrim

· Care for the needs of my pilgrim’s family over the weekend

· Attend Candlelight Saturday evening and Closing Sunday afternoon transporting my pilgrim home afterwards

· Assist my pilgrim in getting into an Emmaus Fourth Day Reunion Group (or starting one)

· Assist my pilgrim in attending the Gatherings 

Sponsor’s signature






   Date 






SPONSORS, PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:
Mark Duckworth





Mid-Ohio Valley Emmaus Registrar




2755 Caywood Road





Marietta, OH  45750

10 STEPS TO SPONSORSHIP

The Mid-Ohio Valley Emmaus Community is a servant to you, the sponsor.  We are committed to helping you 

in the endeavor of reaching out to other Christians who may be interested in attending the Walk to Emmaus.  These 10 steps are guidelines to help you with your first act of agape…sponsorship.  We want you to have all the tools available to help make The Walk to Emmaus a successful experience for your pilgrim.  Fourth Days are what this movement is all about!  The purpose of Emmaus is to “help develop Christian Leaders and to build up their local church.”  The weekend is just the beginning…….

1.  Pray

Ask Christ to lead you (through prayer) to a person who may be ready to attend a Walk.  Remember that The Walk to Emmaus is for Christians who are already involved with a church.  The Walk is not a problem solver.  

2.  Make An Appointment

If married, speak to both husband and wife.  We have found that if one partner is not supportive of the other, it puts a strain on the relationship or hinders the pilgrim’s Fourth Days.  Be willing to sponsor both husband and wife.  Discuss the elements of the Walk.  Don’t hesitate to tell them about the weekend.  There are no secrets about what happens during the weekend.  Explain about the Fourth Day activities after they return from their weekend.  Make sure your pilgrim understands that:

· There are women clergy involved in leadership roles.  Some may not be comfortable with women clergy.

· Open communion is celebrated daily.

· They will experience “the gift” of quiet time Thursday night.

· You will deliver them to the camp Thursday evening and pick them up Sunday afternoon.  Make sure they understand you will not be staying with or contacting them during the weekend.

· They will have no contact with the outside world during the 72 hours they are at Crossroads…no phones no watches.  This is also a “gift!”

· The weekend is “low maintenance!”  They have a limited time to shower and be ready to go each morning!

· The weekend is very structured which includes 15 talks.  They need to be willing to follow a schedule.  But, they will not know what will be happening next, so they can’t “anticipate!”

3. Extend An Invitation

4.  Seek Their Commitment To Attend A Walk

5.  Continue To Pray, Prepare Agape And Enlist Pastoral Support

6.  Support The Walk By Working “Behind The Scenes” And Signing Up For The 72-Hour Prayer Vigil 

But it is important that you are not visible to your pilgrim during the weekend except at Candlelight and Closing.

7.  Help Your Pilgrim With Their Fourth Days

This is very important.  Invite them to the first Gathering after their walk, and do so for a couple of months afterwards.  If you haven’t attended a Gathering, this is an excellent opportunity for you to become reconnected with the Mid-Ohio Valley Emmaus Community.  Help them become involved in a Share Group.  If you can’t find one, start one.  If you are not in one yourself, do it together.  Remember, the weekend is just the beginning!

8.  Help Them Re-Enter Their Church

9.  Help Your Pilgrim – New Community Member – Serve The Emmaus Community

This is critical for the continued success of the Mid-Ohio Valley Emmaus Community.  Get them involved.  Ask them to work with you in kitchen or logistics.  Ask them to indicate to the Good Sheppard if they are interested in serving on a team after they have gained experience helping “behind the scene” with a walk.

10.  Help Them Sponsor Someone Else! 
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